Mechanisms of tissue damage by the membrane attack complex of complement.
This article explores the role of the cytolytic membrane attack complex of complement in the pathogenesis of inflammatory diseases. Evidence of nucleated cell resistance to lysis by the membrane attack complex and the stimulation of secretion of pro-inflammatory factors in the absence of cell death in a variety of cell types in vitro are documented, and the possible significance of these non-lethal effects to the pathogenesis of inflammatory diseases highlighted.